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THE BIKES OF GREENWOOD LAKE AND VICINITY 

(NEW JERSEY AND NEW YORK) 


LOl lS S. KOHLEK, l’ATEUSOX, X. J. 

Greenwood Lake, one of the most popular and most visited 
summer and winter resorts of the vacationist, fisherman and 
naturalist of New York City and the surrounding 1 suburbs, be¬ 
ing distant about two hours’ journey from the metropolis, is, 
without doubt, the finest bodv of water in uothern New -Terser 

V * 

and southern New York. This lake is about six hundred and 
twenty feet above sea level, and is approximately seven miles 
long and varies in width from three-quarters to one mile. About 
half of the lake is located in the State of Jersey and the other 
half in the State of New York. 

The country bordering this magnificent body of water is of 
a very rugged nature and amply satisfies every desire 1 of the 
ornithologist and oologist who may care to roam about its pre¬ 
cincts. To the west the Bearfort and Bellvale Hills roar them¬ 
selves to a commanding heighth of about seven hundred feet 
and to the east the Sterling Bills extend nearly the whole length 
of the lake. To the north, about two miles away. Mount Peter, 
the highest elevation in the vicinity, is perhaps the most visited 
spot of the whole section, and at the northeast Bear Rock, whose 
elevation is about 1-00 feet, is likewise a favorite climb of nearly 
every able-bodied visitor of this section. 

At the southern end of the lake, Belcher Creek and the 
marshy section on either bank alfords every opportunity to the 
student to observe many of the Anseres, Herodiones, Pygopodes, 
as well as the Limicolae which visit this inland lake. 

About a mile up along the (“astern bank the dam and over¬ 
flow of the lake empties its surplus water into the YVanaque 
Creek, whose valley is, indeed, the Mecca of every bird student 
as far south as the Hewitt Station. To the west of the lake, 
about two miles above the southern end, a small body of water, 
known as Surprise lake, is nestled in the Bearforts some four 
hundred feet above the surface of the main lake and this also 
is an excellent spot for the bird student. 

Following the eastern bank from the dam, the principal 
points of interest to the ornithologist are: The shallows just 
above the Ice House, Storms' Island, Hickory Point and Fini- 
gan's Cove, Echo Rock, Chapel Island and the long cove at the 
extreme northern end of the lake, to the east of the Village of 
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Greenwood Lake, X. Y. On (lie west bank south from Green¬ 
wood Lake Village, Deacon’s Point is the first point of interest. 
Thence follows Furnace Gove, the (rail to Surprise Lake, and 
Belcher Creek and the adjacent marshes a I the extreme south¬ 
ern end. 

The writer, during the past fifteen years, has spent many 
days roaming about and paddling during the summer and skat¬ 
ing during the winter on the surface of this lake and has scoured 
an approximately correct list of the winter and summer resi¬ 
dents, vernal and autumnal migrants, and visitants, both rare, 
casual and regular, as will be indicated by the appended list, 
which also bears numerous notes regarding each species men¬ 
tioned. And for the purpose of making this list of the most 
value to the resident or visitor of this section at any time of 
the year, the writer, during the years 1910 and 1917, spent from 
two to three days each week during every month of those two 
years in making observations on and about the lake, therefore, 
it is quite fair to assume that most of the conclusions that he 
has arrived at may be accepted as indicative of the prevailing 
conditions of bird-life in this section. 

Before proceeding with this list of birds of this section, the 
naturalist visitor will in all probability be interested in some 
of the other forms of natural life prevailing in this locality and, 
for their benefit, a short resume is included. 

Of the Amphibians and Reptiles, the writer has located from 
time to time specimens of the Spotted Salamander (Ambgstoina 
punctatu in ), Red-backed Salamander (Piet hod on ergtlironotus ), 
Sticky Salamander (Picthodon glntinosns ), Long-tailed Sala¬ 
mander (Pgcicrpcs longieanda ), Red Salamander (Rpeicrpes 
ruber ), Dusky Salamander (Dcsnioynathus fusca), Newt (Die- 
mictglus viridescens ), Toad (Bufo am erica mt s ), Swamp Tree 
Toad {Pseud arris triseriadus ), Cricket Toad (Arris grgllus 
crepitans ), Pickering’s Tree Toad (light pickeringii ), Common 
Tree Toad (light versicolor ), Bull Frog (Puna catesbeiana ), 
Green Frog (Pana clawata), and "Wood Frog (Puna sglvatica ), 
Water Snake ( Xatri.r sipedon), Red-bellied Snake (Atoreria 
occipito-maculata ), DeKay’s Brown Snake (Alorearia dekagi). 
Ring-necked Snake (Ditulopliis punctatus ), Black Snake ((hdtt- 
ber constrictor ), Garter Snake (Thamaphis sirlalis), Hog Xose 
Snake (Jlcterodon platgrinos ), Copper Head Snake ( Agkistro - 
don conlortri.v) and Rattle Snake (Crotalus horrid us ), Snap¬ 
ping Turtle ( Chelgdra■ serpentina), Painted Terrapin ( Chrg - 
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semys pieta) and Muhlenbarg’s Terrapin (Clemmys mulitcn- 
beryii), Wood Tortoise (Clemmys insculpta), Spotted Terrapin 
(Clemmys guttata) and Box Tortoise (Terra pen-c Carolina). 

Of the Lepidoptera, Diptera, Hemitera, Hymenoptera, Odo- 
nata and Ortlioptera there are many representatives and the 
held offers many opportunities to the entomologist throughout 
the section. Likewise the Mammalia and other forms of Verte¬ 
bra ta and Invertebrata, To the geologist and Indian relic hun¬ 
ter this section is rich in finds to all alike. 

Colymbus holboclli —Holboell’s Grebe. 

One male was observed ou November 25, 1918, swimming and div¬ 
ing on the surface of the lake near Pine Island during the early morning. 
This is the only record that I have been able to find of this species on 
this lake, although it is quite possible similar occurrences may have been 
made by this species. 

Colymbus auritus —Horned Grebe. 

A regular spring and fall migrant. First observed on this lake on 
April 14, 1906, and the latest record for any year was made on October 
12, 1914. A male and female were observed on August 10, 1912, which 
is the earliest autumnal record made. These birds are well named by 
the natives, whose vernacular for them is Dipper Ducks. In every in¬ 
stance they would never let me approach nearer than seventy-five feet 
but that they would submerge and re-appear some two or three hundred 
feet off. 

Tacbybaptns po(l)ceps —Pied-billed Grebe. 

A regular spring and autumn migrant. Occasional summer resident. 
They appear about April 10 in the spring and are last seen about October 
5 in the fall. Never more than about a total of fifteen birds are observed 
each spring and fall. Two nests were located by the writer in the marshes 
near Belcher Creek, one June 5, 1916, with two fresh eggs, and another 
on July 1, 1917, with a complete set of seven eggs, well incubated. 

Gnvia iminer- —Loon. 

A rare visitant. One male was observed by the writer on April 2, 
1914, swimming on the lake near Fiuigan’s Cove. This constitutes all 
that I can find for this locality, although a resident of Hewitt advises me 
he shot one some years ago and bore out the statement by producing the 
bird stuffed. This gentleman claims he secured tihs bird near Pine 
island on one of his duck-shooting excursions. 

Lants argentatns —Herring Gull. 

A common spring migrant, but rare in the autumn. Occasional dur¬ 
ing the winter when the lake is free of ice. Only one autumnal date 
(October 3. 1914) has been secured. 

Hydrochelidon nigra surinamensis — Black Tern. 

A dead bird was picked up by the writer on the bank of Belcher 
Creek on June 8, 1916. Apparently a straggler. 

Mergus a mcriranu s —Merg a nseii. 

An occasional winter visitant. Observed Jauuary 18, 1903, at Chapel 
Island, and on February 12, 1914, at Belcher Creek. 
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Anas platyrhynchos — Mallard. 

An irregular visitant. Observed on October 16, 1906, at Sterling For¬ 
est during the early morning, one male and two females. 

Anas rubripcs — Red-legged Black Duck. 

Regular migrant. Two specimens examined by writer from a lot 
of six shot by Cleveland Cook of Haskell, N. J., on November 20, 1906, 
which were secured on Belcher Creek. One was found fast in a muskrat 
trap along this creek by the writer on March 10, 1912, which, after be¬ 
ing released, made off towards the northern end of the lake. 

Anas rubripcs tristis — Black Duck. 

Abundant migrant. Earliest fall date secured was September 30, 
1911, and latest spring date April 12, 1908. 

Nettion carolincnsis — Green-winged Teal. 

Migrant and occasional winter resident. A few are observed each 
migration. Two winter dates secured, one December 28, 1904, and one 
February 6, 1916. 

Qucrqucdula discors — Blue-winged Teal. 

Migrant and occasional winter resident. Its status is practically the 
same as the preceding species. Observed during the winter on December 
15, 1910. 

Aix spoilsa —Wood Duck. 

Formerly a common migrant and occasional resident, but of late 
years is only rarely met with. Last recorded for the vicinity was on 
April 13. 1916, a male and a female. 

Mari la viarila — Greater Scaup Duck. 

A rare visitant. One examined among a lot of Black Ducks shot on 
November 25, 1910, near Finigan’s Cove. 

Clang ula clan gala a mcricana — Golden-eye. 

Winter visitant. Found by the writer off Deacon’s Point on Decem¬ 
ber 2, 1902. 

Brant a canadensis — Canada Goose. 

Regular migrant. Observed every year both in large and small flocks 
from October 1 to 15 in the fall and from March 10 to April 15. 

Botminis Icntiginosus — Bittern. 

An irregular migrant and an occasional breeder. A pair was ob¬ 
served near Belcher Creek on May 30, 1916, and I believe they must have 
nested here this year, although a careful search revealed nothing that 
would indicate a nest. 

Ixobrychus cxilis — Least Bittern. 

An occasional summer resident. Found on Belcher Creek on June 
14, 1914, and again on July 28, 1916. These are only dates secured by the 
writer, but it is quite possible they breed here each year. 

Ardea herodias — Great Blue Heron. 

A regular migrant. Earliest date in spring secured was April 2, 
1906, and the latest fall date October 6, 1913. Observed at Surprise Lake 
during 1908 and 1911, and in Belcher Creek marshes nearly every year 
since 1904. 

But arid cs vircsccns — Green Heron. 

A regular summer resident. Nests are found each year in Belcher 
Creek marshes. Arrives about April 15 and remains until September 30. 
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Xycticorax nycticorax naevius —Black-clowned Night Heron. 

Rather common resident. Most generally seen in evening when fly¬ 
ing about overhead and uttering their peculiar call. No record of their 
nesting about this lake has come to my attention. 

A ‘alius clegans —King Rail. 

An occasional visitant. Observed on Belcher Creek on May 27, 1916. 
Only record. 

h'alius crepitans —Clapper Rail. 

One specimen which is claimed to have been secured on Belcher 
Creek was examined by the writer during 1914 in the possession of 
C. McKinnon of Ringwood. It is very doubtful that this was seured 
here as this is many miles above their usual range in the State of New 
Jersey. 

Itallus VirginiauuS ' —Virginia Rail. 

Common summer resident. Two nests have been located by the writer 
along Belcher Creek, one on June 24, 1910, and one on May 31, 1913. Both 
had sets of nine eggs well incubated. 

GaUinnla galcata —Florida CIallinule. 

One male found floating on the surface of Belcher Creek on July 2, 
1916, in a had state of decomposition. Only record. 

Pli ilalivia in inar —Woodcock. 

Summer resident. Nests are found each year on Belcher Creek 
marshes. Appear in this vicinity about April 1 and leave about Novem¬ 
ber 25. 

GaUinago deHeata —Wilson's Snipe. 

A regular migrant. Appear in the spring about April 10 and pass 
to the south between November 5 and 20. 

A c t it is in acnlari a — Spotted S a n dpi per. 

Common summer resident. Nests are found nearly every year. Ar¬ 
rive about April 25 and depart about September 30. 

Oxyeclius vociferns —Killdeer. 

Rather common migrant and occasional summer resident. One nest 
with eggs found on a farm near Hewitt on May 2, 1912. Only nest found 
in this vicinity. Rarely ever seen in companies of more than two or 
three at one time. 

Colin us Virginia nus —Bon- white. 

Permanent resident on all sides of the lake 1 . No nests have been found 
by the writer in this vicinity, but, as the birds are present during the 
breeding season, it is quite certain that they breed here. 

Jionasa uinbcUus —Reeked Grouse. 

Permanent resident, mostly in the heavily wooded hills adjacent to 
the lake, both in New Jersey and New York. Two nests have been found, 
one near Surprise Lake, on May 28, 1914, and another along the Wanaque 
River, just above Hewitt, under an old rail fence, on June 2, 1917. Both 
of these nests had sets of ten eggs in them and both nearly ready to 
hatch. 

Phasiamis eolehieus —Ring-necked Pheasant. 

A rather common permanent resident about the lake. Usually ob¬ 
served in small roving flocks of three' or four, and more often, a single 
male or female is observed. 
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Zenaidiira macroura carolincnsis — Mourning Dove. 

A common sumer resident. While not as plentiful as a decade 1 ago, 
still many can be observed flying about, usually in pairs, throughout the 
summer season. They usually arrive in March and April and remain 
until the middle of November. 

Cathartes aura scptcntrionalis — Turkey Vulture. 

An occasional visitant. One observed at Hewitt on May 7, 1912, 
feeding on some offal from a local butcher, who cast some small pieces 
of lamb on a garbage disposal. I came upon this bird unexpectedly and 
obtained a favorable chance to positively identify it before it made off. 
Circus liuclsonius — Marsh Hawk. 

Common permanent resident. More usually met with during the 
warmer months than during the winter months than during the winter, 
but a few may be found even on the coldest days of each year. Belcher 
Swamp is a favorable place for this species. 

Accipitcr velox — Sharp-shinned Hawk. 

Rather common throughout the year, but most often met with dur¬ 
ing the vernal and autumnal migrations. No record of it breeding here, 
save on May 3, 1909, the writer observed a pair feeding three young 
about two weeks old. As these young were still in the downy stage it is 
very possible that they were hatched in the immediate vicinity. 
Accipitcr cooperi — Cooper's Hawk. 

A common migrant, occasional summer resident and also a rare win¬ 
ter visitant. Have no record of it breeding in this vicinity. About nine 
miles to the southwest, at Echo Lake, a nest with three eggs was found 
on April 10, 1908. 

Butco borealis — Red-tailed Hawk. 

An occasional winter visitant and rather common migrant. Ob¬ 
served at Finigan’s Cove on December 3, 1913, and at Belcher Creek on 
February 12, 1915. 

Butco lineatus —Red-shouldered Hawk. 

Rather common resident. Writer examined one shot near Brown’s 
Hotel on April 16, 1914, a full grown male. Others observed at various 
points about the lake over nearly all the months of the year. 

Butco platyptcrus — Broad-winged Hawk. 

Occasional summer resident. Rather common migrant. No record 
of breeding here. 

A rch ibutco la go pus sanctijohannis —Rough-legged Hawk. 

A regular winter visitant. Occasional during the migrations. 
Halia'ctus Icucocephalus — Bald Eagle. 

Occasional about this lake. One male observed on June 18, 1906, 
near Deacon’s Bend and another at Sterling Forest on October 20, 1910. 
Falco peregrinus analum — Duck Hawk. 

Transient visitant. Observed in Belcher Creek Swamps on November 
3, 1907, and at Greenwood Lake, N. Y., on February 6, 1910. 

Falco sparverius — Sparrow Hawk. 

Common permanent resident. Nests have been found each year since 
1904 on different points about the lake, usually in deserted Flicker or 
Red-headed Woodpecker cavities. 

Falco columbarius — Pigeon Hawk. 
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Common transient. May be seen about the lake at frequent inter¬ 
vals. No record of it breeding here, and it is seldom seen during the 
breeding season. 

P and ion ftaliaetus carolinensis — Osprey. 

An abundant migrant. Appears locally about April 20, and individ¬ 
uals are observed as late as October 10. One nest was located with a 
set of three eggs on May 30, 1904-, on the east shore of this lake near 
Finigan’s Cove. 

Asio Wilsonian us -— Long-eared Owl. 

Occasional visitant. Observed by the writer near Sterling Forest on 
November 13, 1914. and another specimen was found dead along the 
Wanaque River near Awosting, apparently having been shot by a hunter 
end left, November 25, 1916. 

Strix varia — Barred Owl. 

A rather common permanent resident. One nest was located on April 
3, 1910, at Sterling Forest, which constituted my only breeding record. 
Otus asio —Screech Owl. 

A common permanent resident and a regular breeder about this lake. 
Both phases of plumage can be found each year. 

Bubo virgiuianus — Great Horned Owl. 

A rare visitant. Observed twice by the writer. First on May 3. 
1912, and second on November 28, 1917, both records being made near 
Surprise Lake. 

Coccyzus am erica n us — Yellow-hilled Cuckoo. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 5 to 20 and departs October 
1 to 10. Breeds at many points about the lake. 

Coccyzus crthrophtlialmus — Black-hilled Cuckoo. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 15 to June 4, slightly later 
than the preceding species, and departs usually ten days earlier in tin* 
autumn. Nests are occasionally found, but not as often as the Yellow¬ 
billed Cuckoo. 

Ccryl alcyon — Belted Kingfisher. 

Common summer resident, and breeder. Prior to June 2, 1911. no 
nests were located here, but since that date every year has been pro¬ 
ductive of one or two, and even three, as in the case of 1917. Are ob¬ 
served as late as November 30 here, and occasionally as early as Feb¬ 
ruary 22. 

Dryobatcs rill os us —Hairy Woodpecker. 

Permanent resident. To be found in the heavily wooded sections 
throughout the year. Two nests with eggs found on May 16, 1907, at 
Ringwood, three miles to the east of this lake, which constitutes the 
only record of the vicinity made by the writer. It is quite possible, 
however, that closer observation would reveal nests each season as the 
birds are present throughout the breeding season each year. 

Dryobatcs pubescens medianus — Downy Woodpecker. 

Common permanent resident, and also an abundant breeder. It is 
more abundant during the colder months than during the other portions 
of the year. 

Fyhyrapicus varius — Yellow-hellied Sapsucker. 
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Common visitant throughout the year. Never resident. 

Mclancrpes crythroccphalus —Red-headed Woodpecker. 

Rather common permanent resident. Never abundant, but some may 
be observed on each stroll through the adjacent woods throughout the 
year. Nests are found occasionally in secluded spots and the adults and 
young can be observed wandering about after the breeding season almost 
every year. 

Colaptcs auratus Intcus —Flicker. 

Common summer resident. Also fairly abundant some winters. In 
3907, 1910 and 1916 they were to be found almost daily throughout the* 
colder months, but during the other years only a few scattered individ¬ 
uals were observed during December and February and March. Breeds 
and nests in every available dead stump throughout the section. 
Antrostomus vocifcrus —Whippoorwill. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 7 to 20 and departs from 
September 10 to 30. Breeds and nests at nearly all the more sparsely 
settled sections about the lake. It is particularly abundant along the 
Wanaque River between the dam and Hewitt and can be observed every 
night during the spring and early summer on all sides. 

C?iorcleilcs virginianvs —Nighthawk. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 15 to 30 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 9 to October 1. Nests are occasionally found, but not as often 
as the preceding species. This species is more often seen during the day 
than the preceding. 

Chartura pclagica —Chimney Swift. 

Common summer resident. Arrives April 26 to May 15 and de¬ 
parts September 15 to October 20. Nests abundantly throughout the 
section in unused chimneys of nearly all the houses. 

Archilochtts colubris —Ruby-throated Hummingbird. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 7 to 15 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 4 to 15. Nests are occasionally found but are usually very dif¬ 
ficult to find because of the seclusive habits of this species. 

Tyrannus tyrannus —Kingbird. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 6 to 24 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 2 to October 1. Breeds and nests throughout the vicinity of 
the lake. 

Myiarchus crinitus —Crested Flycatcher. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 6 to 30 and departs August 
20 to September 15. Common breeder and home builder throughout the 
section. 

Sayornis pheebe —Phcebe. 

Common summer resident. Arrives March 16 to 25 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 28 to October 24. Nests under bridges and in open sheds through¬ 
out the section. 

Xuttallornis borealis —Olive-sided Flycatcher. 

A rare visitant. One was observed by the writer in the Wanaque 
River Valley on September 6, 1917. This bird was perched in a river 
birch just off the railroad right-of-way and close enough at hand to 
positively identify it. 

Myiocliancs virens —Wood Pewee. 
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Common summer resident. Arrives May 6 to 26 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 24 to October 5. Common breeder and home builder throughout 
the section. 

Empidonax flavivcutris —Yellow-pellied Flycatcher. 

Occasional visitant. Observed May 19, 1914, at Hewitt, N. J., and 
on September 6, 1917, at Warwick Woodlands, N. Y. 

Empidonax vircscens — Acadi ax Flycatcher. 

Occasional visitant. Observed at Surprise Lake, May 9, 1916, and at 
Finigan’s Cove on May 12, 1917. 

Empidonax trailli atnonim —Alder Flycatcher. 

Occasional summer visitant. June IS, 1909, at Mount Peter, N. Y., 
cne was found dead. Another was observed near the dam at Greenwood 
Lake Glens. N. J., on July 2, 1917. 

Empidonax minim us —Least Flycatcher. 

Common summer resident. More plentiful some years than in oth¬ 
ers, but may be found quite abundantly every year. Arrives April 28 
to May 5 and departs September 19 to October 1. Nests in many places 
about the lake. This bird shows a distinct preference to the wild cherry 
saplings for nesting sites and of about fifty nests found by the writer 
during the past fifteen years in this vicinity, sixty per cent were in these 
trees. 

Octocoris alpcsiris —Horned Lark. 

Occasional autumn and winter visitant. Observed along the Jersey 
Road on the west side of the lake, both in New Jersey and New York, 
feeding usually on the manure of the horses which travel this road 
continually. 

( ganocitta cristatu —Blue Jay. 

Common permanent resident. Breeds and nests throughout the sec¬ 
tion. During the college days the first bird usually to greet the observer 
is the Blue Jay. I have found them even on days when the temperature 
was from five to ten degrees below zero just as plentiful as during the 
seasons of the year when they are naturally expected to be at the heighth 
of their abundance. 

Cor v u s bra eftyrft ij» eft os —Cbow. 

Common permanent resident. Breeds in all the more sparsely set¬ 
tled sections all about the lake. Nests have been located with eggs as 
early as April 10 and as late as June 15. 

& 1 uni us vuIgaris —Europeax Starli xo. 

Common permanent resident. They first were recorded about this 
lake on June 18, 190S, and since that time have increased with surpris¬ 
ing rapidity every year, plainly indicating this increased abundance. They 
nest in every conceivable place. 

Dolicftongx oryzifonts —Bouoltxk. 

Common summer resident. Arrives in early May and departs from 
September 15 to 30. Common breeder in all the open fields of the farms 
about the lake. 

Molofftrus (tier —Cowman. 

Common summer resident. Arrives March 15 to April 5 and depart 
October 15 to November 1. Their eggs have been found in nests of the 
Warbling Vireo, Yellow-throated Vireo, Yellow Warbler and Redstart. 


Birds cf Greenwood Lake and Vicinity 


157 


Agelaius phcenicctis — Red-winged Blackbird. 

Common summer resident. Arrives March 15 to 30 and departs Oc¬ 
tober 1 to 15. Nests are found each year in the reedy and swampy places 
about the lake. 

Si amelia magna — Meadowlark. 

Common permanent resident. Breeds and nests throughout the sec¬ 
tion in old fields and open meadows. 

Icterus spurius — Orchard Oriole: 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 15 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 10 to 15. Nests throughout the section in the larger orchards, 
which are seldom visited by the inhabitants. 

Icterus galbula — Baltimore Oriole. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 4 to 10 and departs Sep¬ 
tember 15 to October 1. Abundant nest builder throughout the section. 
Euphagus earolinus — Rusty Blackbird. 

Common migrant. Appears locally from March 15 to April 10 and 
from September 19 to October 1. 

Quiscalus guise ula — Purple Grackle. 

Common summer resident. Abundant nest builders wherever the 
conifers abount. Occasionally nests are found in unfrequented orchards. 
Quiscalus guise ula acncus — Bronzed Grackle. 

Occasional migrant. One male found had been shot near the Ice 
Houses on the east bank of the lake on May 2, 1915. 

Passer domesticus —English Sparrow. 

Common permanent resident. 

Pinicola enucleator leucura — Bine Grosbeak. 

Rare winter visitant. Observed on December 28, 1916, along the 
Wauaque River near Awosting. There were six birds in this flock, two 
males and four females. Only record I have for the vicinity. 

Carpoclacus purpureas — Purple Finch. 

An abundant migrant, and occasional winter visitant. Arrives from 
the south in the spring about April 15 and returns in the fall about Sep¬ 
tember 15. Observed at Beacon’s Bend on December 8, 1917, and at 
Hewitt on December 15, 1917. 

Loxia curvirostra minor —Red Crossbill. 

Rare visitant. Observed at Sterling Forest on May 13, 1916. 

A canthis linaria — Redpoll. 

Rare visitant. Observed twice about the lake. Once at Sterling 
Forest on December 28, 1917, and at the Brandon House on February 2, 
1918. 

Astragalinus tristis — Goldfinch. 

Common permanent resident. Found nesting nearly every year in 
the open thickets and fruit trees at various points about the-lake in both 
slates. The earliest nest which the writer has found of this species was 
al Awosting on July 25, 1916. The major portion of the nests located 
were from the middle of August to September 5. During the colder 
months they rove about in small flocks and may be met with in many 
portions of this section. 

Spinus pinus — Pine Siskin. 

Regular winter visitant, but never very abundant. Arrives from the 
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north about October 15 and has been seen last in the spring on April 30. 
Plcctrophniav nivalis — Snowflake. 

Irregular winter visitant. Only present during extreme cold snowy 
veatlier, when they are driven south by the scarcity of food in their 
chosen haunts. Observed February 2, 1910, at the Windemere Hotel, Jan¬ 
uary 18, 1916, at Hewitt, and March 15, 1920, at Deacon’s Point. 

Poa'cctcs grow incus — Vesper Sparrow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about March 20 and leaves us 
about October 15. Breeds every season in the open fields all about the 
lake. 

Passcrcnlus sanduichnisis savanna — Savanna Sparrow. 

Common visitant; irregular summer resident. Found nesting at 
Awosting on May 30, 1908. Only record. Arrives about April 1 and 
passes south about September 15. 

Aw mod rain us savanna nun australis— Grasshopper Sparrow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 30 and departs Oc¬ 
tober 1 to 10. Nests found regularly each year in the old fields. 
Zonotrich ia Icncophrys — White-crowned Sparrow. 

Rare winter visitant. Most abundant in October and November 
and in April and May. Wherever the White-throats frequent one must 
look for this species. 

Zonotrich ia albicollis — Wiiite-tiiroated Sparrow. 

Common winter visitant. Arrives about September 15 and departs 
about May 20. 

Spizclla monticola — Tree Sparrow. 

Common winter resident. Arrives from the north about October 15 
and leaves again about April 30. This is probably the most frequently 
met with bird during the winter in this section. 

Spizclla. passcrina—C hipping Sparrow. 

Common summer resident. Appears about March 30 and leaves late 
in October. Nests in almost every kind of small tree not over fifteen 
feet up. Particularly prefer the low conifers for nesting sites. 

Spizclla pnsilla — Field Sparrow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about March 10 and departs 
about November 1,. Nests are found each year in the old fields all about 
the section. 

Junco liycmalis — Slate-colored Junco. 

Common winter resident. Arrives about October 10 and leaves 
around May 5. Wherever the Tree and Song Sparrows are present one 
is almost sure to find this species with them. 

Mclospiza■ melodia —So no Sparrow. 

Common permanent resident. Abundant breeder all about the lake. 
Mclospiza gcorgiana — Swamp Sparrow. 

Common summer resident. Not as abundant as the Mclospiza melodia, 
hut nesls are found regularly in the swamps bordering on Belcher Creek 
and at the northern end of the lake. 

Passcrella iliaca —Fox Sparrow. 

Common migrant and occasional winter visitant. Arrives from the 
north about October 1 and passes north again in the spring about March 
15. Observed at Surprise Lake on December 15, 1910, and at Hewitt 
along the Wanaque on February 20, 1918. 
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Pipilo crythrophthahn us —Tow hue. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 1 and departs about 
October 15. Nests regularly each year all about the vicinity. 

Zarnclodia ludoviciana — Rone-rreasted Gronisea k. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 5 and departs Octo¬ 
ber 1 to 10. Nists quite regularly at various points about the lake. 
Passcrina cyanea — Indigo Bunting. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 8 and leaves Septem¬ 
ber 25 to 30. Nests regularly each year in the low thickets near the 
likeside. 

P irony a cryt h ro in clas — Scarlet Tanager. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 5 and departs October 5. 
Breeds throughout the district. Prefer the oak trees for nesting sites. 

Pi ague subis — Puddle Martin. 

Occasional visitant. Observed at Brown’s Hotel on May 15, 1908, 
and at Greenwood Lake, N. Y., September 4, 1917. 

Petrochelidon lunifrons — Cliff Swallow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives April 30 and leaves August 25 to 
September 1. Nests are found quite regularly on the barns in the dis¬ 
trict and on the ice houses near Sterling Forest. 

Hirundo crytliroyastra —Barn Swallow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 10 and leaves early 
in September. Common breeder throughout district. 

Iridoprocne bicolor —Tree Swallow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives April 5 and leaves about Octo¬ 
ber 25. They doubtlessly nest here as they are present throughout the 
nesting season, but the writer has never found a nest of this species near 
the lake. 

Riparia riparia — Bank Swallow. 

Common summer resident. Arrives April 10 and departs September 
5 to 10. Nests regularly wherever there are sand banks in the vicinity. 
Stelyidoptcryx scrripcnis — Rough-winged Swallow. 

Occasional summer visitant. Two pair have been observed quite reg¬ 
ularly for a number of years past near the dam of the lake at Greenwood 
Lake. 

Bombycilia yarrula — Bohemian Waxwing. 

Rare winter visitant. Observed but once. Five were positively iden¬ 
tified on January 3, 1919, near Hewitt Station on the Erie Railroad in a 
wild cherry sapling, where they were perched for about ten minutes. 
Bombycilla ccdronun — Cedar Waxwing. 

Common summer resident. Occasional in the winter. Nests quite 
regularly in the adjacent orchards. 

Lanins borealis — Northern Shrike. 

Occasional winter visitant. Observed at Brown’s, Storm Island, and 
at Greenwood Lake, N. Y. 

Lanins ludovicianns miyrans — Migrant Shrike. 

Rare migrant. Observed August 20, 1908, at Sterling Forest, and on 
September 15, 1917, at Belcher Creek. Only single birds in each case. 

T ireosylva olivacca — Red-eyed Vireo. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 5 and departs September 
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So. Nests regularly each year in the wooded sections. 

1 irrosjjl va giJva —W a holing Video. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 5 and leaves about 
September 20. Nests are found occasionally, but not as regularly as the 
preceding species. 

l.ani vireo fluvifrons —■Yellow-throated Video. 

Common summer resident. Must certainly nest here, but the writer 
nas never found a nest. Arrives April 30 and leaves about September 10. 
Lit ni vireo solitariiis —Blue-headed Video. 

Common summer resident. Nests occasionally in the deeper woods 
adjacent on the Bellvale and Bearfort hills. But on the east side no nests 
have been found and but few birds frequent there. Arrives about May 25 
and leaves late in September. 

Vireo griseus —White-eyed Video. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 1 and leaves about Septem¬ 
ber 25. Nests are found quite regularly in the lower growths of the ad¬ 
jacent woodlands. 

.\nuntilla ruria —Black and White Waddled. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 25 and departs about 
October 1. Nests are found occasionally in the heavily wooded sections 
about the lake. In every case these nests were found on the ground at 
the base ot' a tree, except in one case, in May, 1910, when the nest was 
in tin' side of a decayed tree trunk about a foot from the ground. 
Helmillirros vcrmivorus —Worm-eating Waddled. 

Occasional summer resident. Have no record of its nesting here, 
but believe they do, as pairs have been noted during the breeding season 
in the Bearforts on three different occasions. Arrives usually about May 
5 and leaves September 5 to 8. 

Verm ivora pi mis —Blue-winged Waddled. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 5 and departs about August 
25. Have found it nesting on three occasions in the lower portions of 
the Bellvale Mountains in the low bushes and on the ground at the foot 
of some bushes. 

] 'crntirora ehrpsoptera —Golden-winged Warui ld. 

Rare transient visitant. Only observed by the writer during the mi¬ 
grations and usually only one or two individuals. Passes north May 7 
to 16 and again southward about September 1. 

Yermivora rubricapilla —Nasiivili.e Waddled. 

Rather common migrant. Passes north about May 10 and return 
from the north again in later Septtember. Usually most abundant in 
overgrown cut-offs. 

1 cr mi vora pcrcgritia —Tennessee Waddled. 

Rare migrant. Spring migration May 15 to 20 and fall migration 
about September 10 and 15. 

Compsotlilfipsis amerieana usncac —Northern Parula Waddled. 

Very common during migrations. Spring. May 10 to 20, and fall, 
late September. Occasionally met with in June and July, so it is fair to 
assume they breed in the vicinity, but no nests have been located. 
Dendroica tigrina —Cape May Waddled. 

Rare migrant. Observed at Deacon’s Point May 20, 1916, and at 
Sterling Forest May 15, 1920. 
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Dcndroica acstiva—Yvumv Warbler. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 4 and leaves about 
September 30. This is probably the most common warbler of the sec¬ 
tion. Nests regularly each year all about the lake. 

Dendroica ccerulcsccns —Black-tii roated Blue Waruler. 

Common migrant. Spring migration May 5 to 20 and fall migration 
September 1 to October 1. Occasionally met with during middle of June 
in the Bearforts and Bellvales. 

Dcndroica coronata —Myrtle Warrler. 

Common migrant. May 1 to 20 in the spring and October 10 to 25 
in the fall. Have been seen as early as April 9 and as late as November 5. 
Dcndroica magnolia —Magnolia Warbler. 

Common migrant. Arrives May 10 to 20 and passes south August 
20 to 31. Have observed them as late as June 10 in the Bearforts. 
Dcndroica pcnsylvanica —Chestnut-sided Warbler. 

Common summer resident. Nest regularly each year in this section. 
Arrives about May 8 and leaves about September 10. 

Dcndroica castanca —Bay-breasted Warbler. 

Rather rare migrant. When present it passes north about May 15 
and south about September 1 to 5. Observed in 1914, 1917 and 1921. All 
records were made in the Bellvale hills. 

Dcndroica striata —Black-poll Warbler. 

Common migrant. Spring, May 15 to June 1, and fall, September 
5 to 30. Can be looked for all about the lake during these periods. 
Dendroica fusca —Blackburnian Warbler. 

Rather common migrant. Arrives about May 6 to 15 and passes south 
about September 5. The valley of the Wanaque between the Glens and 
Hewitt is probably the best place to look for this species in this section, 
although a number have been observed on both sides of the lake in the 
heavily wooded sections. 

Dendroica virens —Black-throated Green Warbler. 

Common migrant. Arrives from the south about May 5 and passes 
south again about September 15 to 30. Large flocks of this species are 
observed all about the lake during each migration and they are most 
often observed in the uppermost branches of the deciduous growths. 
Dcndroica vigor si —Pine Warbler. 

Rather rare migrant. Spring migration April 5 to 15 and fall mi¬ 
gration October 1 to 5. 

Dcndroica palmar urn —Palm Warbler. 

Rare migrant. Only observed twice: May 6, 1910, at Awosting along 
the Wanaque, and on May 7, 1918, at Sterling Forest. 

Dcndroica palmarum hypochrysca —Yellow Palm Warbler. 

Common migrant. One of the earliest warblers to appear in the 
section. Arrives April 15 and passes south about October 15. 

Dcndroica discolor —Prairie Warbler. 

Rather rare migrant. A few individuals are observed each in the 
spring migration, May 5 to 10. 

Sciurus aurocapillus —Oven-bird. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 1 and departs in early 
October. Nests regularly, but are very hard to find. 
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S< inis novcoraccnsis — Water-Thrush. 

Common migrant. Arrives in tlie spring about May 1 and passes 
south about September 1 to 15. The valley of the Wanaque is an excel¬ 
lent section to observe this species during the migrations. 

Sc hints motaciUa —Louisiana Watek-Thru.sk. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 25 and departs in 
late August. Must surely nest here, but the writer has never located 
its home. 

Oporornis formosus —Kentucky Warbler. 

Rare migrant. Only observed three times in the section: May 10, 
1914, at Deacon’s Point, Sterling Forest May 5, 1918, and Hewitt’s May 
10, 1920. 

Opororuis atjilis —Coxx ecticut Warbler. 

Rare migrant. Only observed once. May 9, 1917, at Sterling Forest. 
Oporornis Philadelphia — Mourning Warbler. 

Rare migrant. Observed but twice, May 19, 1920, at Awosting. and 
May 16, 1921, at Greenwood Lake Glens. 

(!< othlijpis Irichas —Maryland Yellow-throat. 

Common summer resident. Arrives May 1 and departs in early 
October. Nests abundantly throughout the section in the swampy areas. 
letcria virons —Yellow-breasted Chat. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 4 and departs in early 
September. Nests regularly each year in many parts of this district. 
Wilsonia citrina —Hooded Warbler. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 5 and departs in early 
September. Nests are frequently found in secluded spots where there 
is little chance of their being molested by mankind. 

Wilsonia pusilla —Wilson Warbler. 

Common migrant. Arrives about May 15 and passes south in early 
September. 

Wilsonia canadensis —Canadian Warbler. 

Common migrant. Spring migration takes place May 8 to 20 and 
fall migration early September. Individuals are occasionally met with 
in thi* spring up to June 10. 

Sc to p h a tja ruti ci lla —Redst a rt. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 1 and leaves in late 
September and early October. Nests rather abundantly throughout the 
section. 

A nth us rubescens —Pipit. 

Common migrant. Arrives from the south April 1 to 20 and passes 
south in late October. 

DnmctcUa carolinmsis — Catbird. 

Common summer resident. Abundant breeder throughout section. 
Arrives in the spring in late April and departs in early October. 
Toxostoma rufum —Brown Thrasher. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 5 to 10 and do,parts 
in late October. Nests regularly each year throughout the section. 
Troglodytes acdon —House Wren. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about April 27 and departs in late 
September. Nests abundantly throughout the district. 

Xannits hicnialis —Winter Wren. 
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Winter resident. Rather eccentric in its occurrence. Some years 
only a few individuals are observed, whereas during others they are quite 
numerous. 

Telmatodylcs palustris — Lonc.-iulled Mahsu Ween. 

Common summer resident in Blecher Creek Swamp, but this is the 
only place they are to be found in this section with any regularity. 
Cistothonis stcllaris —Short-killed Marsh Wren. 

Common summer resident in Belcher Creek Swamp and at other 
swampy areas in the section. More often met with than the preceding 
species. 

Ccrthia faniiliaris amcricana — Brown Creeper. 

Rather common winter resident and occasionally met with in the 
summer months. Observed during five successive summers in the Bell- 
vales from 1915 to 1919, records being made in late June and early July. 
Sitta carolincnsis — White-breasted Nuthatch. 

Common permanent resident. More frequent in the fall and winter 
months. Must breed, but have no record of finding its nest in the section. 
Pitta canadensis — Red-breasted Nuthatch. 

Occasional visitant. Observed quite regularly during the winter 
months and as late as June 3 in the spring. 

Pcnthcstcs atricapillus — Black-capped Chickadee. 

Common permanent resident. More abundant in the fall and winter 
months than the other portions of the year. Two nests have been located, 
one near Surprise late in May, 1916, and one at Bear Rock on June 1, 
1919. 

Reg ulus satrapa — Golden-crowned Kinglet. 

Common migrant and rather common winter resident. Arrives from 
the north about October 1 and leaves in early April. 

Regains calendula — Ruby-crowned Kinglet. 

Common migrant. Passes north in early May and south in October 
and early November. 

Hylocichla mustelina — Wood Thbush. 

Common summer resident. Arrives about May 1 and leaves in early 
October. Nests abundantly throughout the district. 

Hylocichla fusccscens — Wilson Thrush. 

Common summer resident. Arrives in the spring in late April and 
leaves in early September. Nests quite frequently are found in the 
heavily wooded sections. 

Hylocichla aliciw —Grey-cheeked Thrush. 

Common migrant. Spring, May 1 to 10, and fall, early October. 
Hylocichla ustulata sicainsoni —Olive-backed Thrush. 

Common migrant. Spring, May 5 to 15, and fall, early October. 
Hylocichla guttata pallasi — Hermit Thrush. 

Common migrant and occasional summer and winter resident. On 
May 27, 1910, a nest just completed was found in the Bearfort Hills west 
of Greenwood Lake, and on June 10 this nest contained four young about 
five days old. 

Flancsticus migratorius — Robin. 

Common summer resident. Arrives early in March and leaves in 
late November. Abundant breeder throughout district. 
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Si alia sial is — Bluehiud. 

Common permanent resident. Nests throughout section. 

The migration notes in the foregoing list are based on a 
tabulation covering a period of sixteen years and the general 
aeverages are shown in each case. 


SOME IOWA OWL NOTES 

IIY FRED .T. PIERCE, WIXT1IROP, IOWA 

The Screech Owl is the commonest representative of the Owl 
familv in this region, and is undoubtedly of extreme value to 
the farmer as a pest destroyer, lie is seldom seen in the hours 
of the day, but at night makes his presence known by his waver¬ 
ing, mournful cry, which is pleasing music to the ear of a pro¬ 
fessed lover of nature. Why anyone should think this weird 
and gripping voice from the night disagreeable is hard to un¬ 
derstand, yet many people do. Retiring in habit, this bird 
seems to have few objectionable qualities, and is, therefore, a 
neighbor to be encouraged, rather than one to be shunned. 

Some time ago 1 described the effective work done by a 
Screech Owl in ridding our farm buildings of English Sparrows 
during the winter of 1 blb-20.* During the past winter (11)21- 
22) similar work was done by an industrious and not too timid 
Owl—perhaps (lie previous visitant. 

This Screech Owl was first seen in the large mow of our 
barn, after a severe snowstorm in mid-December, and it visited 
it frequently thereafter. The Sparrows' numerous roosting- 
places in the haymow and nearby silo chute were no longer safe 
and, judging from (lie small size of our English Sparrow flock, 
the Owl’s appetite for Sparrows was a very hearty one. 

For several years the ladder rungs inside the silo chute have 
been a preferred reposing quarter of the Sparrows. When not 
molested a hundred or so would congregate there to spend the 
night. My father and 1 have often gone there after dark and 
killed numbers of them by climbing the steps and knocking 
them over with a club, while a lantern was held below to be¬ 
wilder them with the light. It was fairly easy to dispatch the 
birds with a well directed blow. In former winters we have 
used these means to keep the Sparrow flock reduced, but the 
past winter the Screech Owl included the chute in his list of 
hunting grounds and the Sparrows were left little cover. A 

* The Screech Owl as a Sparrow trap. Bird-Lore . Nov.-Dec. 1920, 
p. 350. 



